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Abstract 

Inscriptions have been discovered in Sri Lanka since the third century BC. These are the evidences that 

people of different social levels followed and supported Buddhism in ancient Sri Lanka. It can be known 

from the epithets appearing with their names that there were many social groups among those who 

donated to the Buddhist monastery. The objective of this research is to reveal the status of social groups 

that followed Buddhism in ancient Sri Lankan society by analyzing them statistically. The inscriptions 

were examined and statistical data were entered into Excel software and converted into graphs. A 

historiographical approach is used to conclude by comparing historical facts with other 

evidence. This is a mixed study Qualitative and Quantitative. According to the results of the study, the 

people of the Bharatava clan called Bharata or Bada have given the most donations. This makes it 

clear that they are seen as the most important social class in ancient Sri Lanka. The names of Nagas are 

also discovered, which shows that these original inhabitants of Sri Lanka got rid of their worship and 

accepted Buddhism over time. The Tamils have lived as an ethnic group or community since the third 

century BC. Brahmins supported Buddhism along with their Vedic culture. It is noteworthy that North 

Indian social groups including Kabojars were involved in trade activities and supported Buddhism.  
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1. mwpKfk; 

1.1. Ma;T mwpKfk; 

,yq;ifapy; fy;Nky; nghwpf;fg;gl;l vOj;Jf;fs; fp. K. %d;whk; E}w;whz;L Kjy; 

mz;ikf;fhyk; tiu fhzg;gLfpd;wd. ,tw;Ws; fp. gp. ehd;fhk;; E}w;whz;Lf;F 

Kw;gl;lit gpuhkp vOj;jpy; vOjg;gl;likahy; gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fs; vdTk; Fifj; 

jsq;fspy; vOjg;gl;likahy; Fiff; fy;ntl;Lf;fs; vdTk; Guhjd fy;ntl;Lf;fs; 

vdTk; miof;fg;gLfpd;wd. 1500f;F Nkw;gl;l Guhjd fy;ntl;Lf;fs; ,yq;ifapd; gy 

ghfq;fspy; fz;Lgpbf;fg;gl;Ls;sd. ,f;fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; ngUk;ghyhdit XupU tupfspy; 

ngsj;j FUkhUf;F> ngsj;j rq;fj;jhUf;F mf;fhyr; r%fj;jpd; gyjug;gl;l kf;fs; 

mspj;j epyk;> Fsk;> fhy;tha;> Fif> fw;gLf;if> gzk;> czT Nghd;w jhdq;fs; 

gw;wpf; $Wfpd;wd. nghJthf ,tw;wpy; jhdkspj;jtu; ngaNuhL mtuJ tk;rk;> gl;lk;> 
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gjtp> njhopy;> kjk;> ,dk; Nghd;w juTfSk;> mtu;fs; tho;e;j ,lk;> Cu;> ehL Nghd;w 

nra;jpfSk; $wg;gl;Ls;sd (IC, 1970, 1983, Karunaratne, 1984).  

,yq;ifapy; mz;ikf; fhyq;fspy; fpilf;fpd;w njhy;ypaw; rpd;dq;fspd; 

mbg;gilapy; Nehf;Ffpd;w NghJ Vwj;jho fp. K. 1000Mk; Mz;Lfspy; gutpf; 

nfhz;l ngUq;fw;gz;ghl;Lld; Guhjd r%f cUthf;fk;> gy;NtW njhopy; rhu;e;j 

gpuptpid vd;gd Njhd;wpd. ,jw;F mf;fhyj;jpw;Fupa <kr;rpd;dq;fis mikg;gjpy; 

gpd;gw;wg;gl;l njhopEl;gk;> tbtikg;G> mtw;wpy; ,lg;gl;l epNtjdg; nghUl;fs;> 

kl;ghz;lq;fs;> fy;kzpfs;> fiyg;nghUl;fs;> FwpaPLfs;  vd;gtw;iw rhd;whff; 

$wyhk;. ,yq;ifapd; tuyhw;Wf; fhyj;jpy; ghsp ,yf;fpaq;fspYk;> gpuhkpf; 

fy;ntl;Lf;fspYk; Fwpg;gplg;gLk; r%fg; gpupTfSk;> njhopw;gpupTfSk; ngUq;fw;fhyg; 

gz;ghl;bd; njhlu;r;rpahd tsu;r;rpahFk;.  

gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; r%fg; gpupTfs;> njhopw; gpupTfs; gw;wpa tpupthd 

jfty;fisg; ngwKbahJ. jhdj;ijg; gw;wpa nra;jpfis Fwpg;gpLfpd;wtplj;J 

jhdfhuUila ngaupd; Kd;ndhl;lhf mtuJ r%fg; ngau;fs; milnkhopfshf 

,lk;ngWfpd;wd. mtw;iw mbg;gilahff; nfhz;L ghsp> goe;jkpo; ,yf;fpaq;fspd; 

cjtpNahL mtu;fs; gw;wpAk;> mtu;fsJ njhopy; gw;wpAk; mwpa Kbfpd;wJ. mtw;iw 

Gs;sptpgutpay; mbg;gilapy; Muha;fpd;wtplj;J fp. K. %d;whk; E}w;whz;L Kjy; 

fp. gp. ehd;fhk; E}w;whz;L tiuahd fhyj;jpy; ngsj;j rkaj;jpd; Mjhuthsu;fshf 

,Ue;j kf;fs; gw;wpAk;> ahu; mjpfsT ngsj;jj;ij jOtpapUe;jdu; vdTk; xU 

Kbtpw;F tu KbAk;. 

1.2. Ma;T Nehf;fk; 

fp. K. %d;whk; E}w;whz;L Kjy; ,yq;ifapy; gy;NtW r%f kl;lj;jtu;fSk; ngsj;j 

newpiag; gpd;gw;wpAk;> Mjupj;Jk; cs;sdu;. ngsj;j rq;fj;jpw;F jhdk; toq;fpNahupy; 

gy r%fg; gpuptpdUk; ,Ue;Js;sikf;F mtu;fsJ ngau;fSld; ,lk;ngWfpd;w 

milnkhopfs; rhd;whf mikfpd;wd. mtw;iw mbg;gilahff; nfhz;L Gs;sptpgutpay; 

uPjpahf Muha;tjD}lhf Guhjd ,yq;ifr; r%fj;jpy; ngsj;j rkaj;ijg; gpd;gw;wpa 

r%fg; gpupTfspd; epiyia ntspg;gLj;jy; ,t;tha;tpd; Nehf;fkhf mikfpd;wJ. 

1.3. Ma;T mZFKiw 

fy;ntl;Lf;fs; Muhag;gl;L Gs;sptpgu juTfs; Excel nkd;nghUspy; cs;splg;gl;L 

tiuGfshf khw;wg;gl;Ls;sd. tuyhw;wk;rq;fis Vida rhd;WfSld; xg;gpl;L 

KbTfis ntspg;gLj;Jtjw;fhf tuyhw;W Ma;T mZFKiwAk; 

gad;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sJ. juTfs; Gs;sp tpgutpay; kw;Wk; gz;G uPjpahf 

Muhag;gl;Ls;sikahy; ,JnthU fyg;G Ma;thf mikfpd;wJ. 
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1.4. Ma;T tiuaiw 

,yq;ifapy; fz;lwpag;gl;l Guhjd fy;ntl;Lf;fs; ntt;NtW E}y;fspy; 

ntspaplg;gl;lNghjpYk; ,tw;wpy; ngUksthdtw;iw Nguh. guztpjhd 1970Mk; Mz;L 

Inscription of Ceylon – Early Brahmi Inscriptions (Vol-1), 1983Mk; Mz;L mjd; 

,uz;lhtJ mj;jpahaj;ij Inscription of Ceylon – Late Brahmi Inscriptions (Vol-II, Part-

I&II (2001)),  vDk; ,U gpupthf ntspapl;lhu;. gpw;fhyj;jpy; gy fy;ntl;Lf;fs; 

fz;Lgpbf;fg;gl;Ls;sNghjpYk; Ma;Tr; RUf;fk; fUjp ,e;j %d;W E}y;fspy; 

,lk;ngWfpd;w fy;ntl;Lf;fs; kl;LNk ,q;F Ma;tpw;Fl;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sd. ,tw;wpd; 

fhyk; Vwj;jho fp. K. %d;whk; E}w;whz;L Kjy; fp. gp. ehd;fhk; E}w;whz;L 

tiuahdjhFk;. 

2. ,yf;fpa kPsha;T 

,yq;ifg; Guhjd fy;ntl;Lf;fs; njhlh;ghd fz;Lgpbg;Gfs; 19Mk;; E}w;whz;bd; 

eLg;gFjpapy; v. rp. GNwhb vd;gtuhy; Gj;jsk; Njhzpfytpy; Muk;gpf;fg;gl;ld (1855). 

1882Mk; Mz;L vl;tu;l; Ky;yu; (Edward Muller) ‘Ancient Inscriptions in Ceylon’ vDk; 

E}ypy; gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fs; gytw;iw ntspapl;lhu;. 1909 vr;. ghu;f;fu; jdJ Ancient 

Ceylon  vDk; E}ypd; gjpNdhuhtJ mj;jpahaj;jpy; 83 gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fis 

ntspapl;bUe;jhu;.  

guztpjhd 1970Mk; Mz;L Inscription of Ceylon – Early Brahmi Inscriptions (Vol-II) 

vDk; njhFg;ig ntspapl;lhu;. ,jpy; ehlshtpa uPjpapy; fz;lwpag;gl;l 1281 

fy;ntl;Lf;fspd; gbfSk;> mjd; nkhopngau;g;Gf;fSk; ntspaplg;gl;ld. ,e;E}ypy; 

jkpou;> fhNgh[u;> gpuhkzu; Mfpa ,df;FOf;fs; njhlu;ghd tplaq;fs; RUf;fkhf 

Kd;itf;fg;gl;Ls;sd. guztpjhdthy; 1983Mk; Mz;L Inscription of Ceylon – Late 

Brahmi Inscriptions (Vol-II) vDk; njhFg;gpd; Kjw; gFjp ntspaplg;gl;lJ. ,jd; 

,uz;lhtJ gFjp khypdp la]; mtu;fshy; 2001Mk; Mz;L gjpg;Gr; nra;ag;gl;lJ. 

rpw;wk;gyk; mtu;fspd; <oj;J ,e;J rka tuyhW vDk; E}y; Guhjd fhyk; Kjyhf 

,yq;ifapy; ,e;J rkak; epiyngw;wpUe;j Nghf;fpid gy;NtW Nfhzq;fspYk; Ma;T 

nra;fpd;wjhf mikfpd;wJ. ,jpy; gpuhkzu;fs; gw;wp Muhag;gl;Ls;sJ (rpw;wk;gyk;> 

1996).  

yf;\;kd; ngNuuh ,yq;iff; fy;ntl;Lf;fis Muha;e;J mtw;wpD}lhf Guhjd murpay;> 

nghUshjhu> r%f epWtdq;fs;; njhlu;ghf jdJ Ma;T E}iy ntspapl;lhu; (The 

Institutions of Ceylon From Inscriptions - From 3rd Century B.C to AD 830, Vol-I). ,tuJ 

fUj;Jf;fs; ngupJk; guztpjhdtpd; fUj;Jf;fis ikag;gLj;jpajhf mike;Js;sik 
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Rl;bf;fhl;lj;jf;fJ. ,tuJ fUj;Jf;fs; gy kPs;ghu;itf;F cl;gLj;jg;gl 

Ntz;baitahff; fhzg;gLfpd;wd (Perera Lakshman, 2001).  

G];gul;zk; mtu;fspd; gz;ila ,yq;ifapy; jkpOk; jkpoUk; (gpuhkpf; 

fy;ntl;Lf;fis mbg;gilahff; nfhz;l Ma;T) vDk; Ma;T E}yhdJ ,yq;ifg; 

gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; fhzg;gLfpd;w Ml;ngau;> cwTg; ngau;> ,lg;ngau; vd;gtw;wpy; 

jkpo; nkhopr; nry;thf;F fhzg;gLfpd;wjw;fhd Mjhuq;fis ntspg;gLj;Jfpd;wjhf 

mike;jJ. mtw;wpy; ehfu;> gujtu; Mfpa r%ff; FOf;fs; gw;wp Muhag;gl;Ls;sJ. 

nghJthf Nehf;Ffpd;wtplj;J ,t;tha;Tfs; ngUk;ghYk; xU rpy r%fg; gpuptpdu; 

gw;wpajhf mikfpd;wd. ,tw;wpy; ve;jnthU Ma;Tk; Gs;sptpgutpay; mZFKiw 

nfhz;l Ma;thf mikatpy;iy. MapDk; ,it Ma;tpidf; fl;likg;gjw;fhd 

topfhl;bahf mikfpd;wd.  

3. r%fg; gpupTfs; 

3.1. gujt(u;) 

gujtu; vd;Nghu; jkpofj;jpd; Itif epyq;fSs; xd;whd flYk; fly; rhu;e;j gFjpapy; 

tho;e;j nea;jy; epy kf;fshf rq;f fhyj;jpy; Fwpf;fg;gLfpd;wdu;. ‘gutu;’ vd 

miof;fg;gLk; ,tu;fs; kPd;gpbj;jy;> Kj;Jf; Fspj;jy;> tu;j;jfk; Kjyhd njhopy;fspy; 

<Lgl;likf;F ,yf;fpaj; njhy;ypaw; rhd;Wfs; fhzg;gLfpd;wd (nfsup> 2022:114-123). 

‘guj’ my;yJ ‘gj’ vd ,yq;ifg; gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; Fwpg;gplg;gLNthu; xNu 

r%fg; gpuptpdu; jhd; vd Rju;rd; nrdtpnul;z> nkNyhdp> G];gul;zk; KjyhNdhu; 

Fwpg;gpLfpd;wdu; (Senaviretne, 1985:52). 

ml;ltiz 3.1: gujtu; gw;wpa fy;ntl;Lf;fspd; juTfs; 

 

 

 
 
 

 
%yk;: Inscription of Ceylon – Early Brahmi Inscriptions (Vol-1) ,ypUe;J ngwg;gl;lit 

guj(u;) fy;ntl;Lf;fspd; vz;zpf;if 

gj 160 

guj 23 

nkhj;jk; 183 
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cU 3.1: gujtu; gw;wpa tpguk; 

,yq;ifapy; Vwj;jho 160 fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; ‘gj’ vDk; ngaUk;> 23 fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; 

‘guj’ vDk; ngaUk; milnkhopahf tUfpd;wd. nkhj;jkhf ghu;f;fpd;wNghJ 183 

fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; ,g;ngau; cs;sJ. ,tu;fs; gw;wpa Fwpg;Gfs; cs;s fy;ntl;Lf;fspd; 

vz;zpf;ifapd; mbg;gilapy; Nehf;Fkplj;J gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fs; vOjg;gLk; 

fhyj;jpy; ,yq;;ifapy; tho;e;j gy;ypd r%fj;jpd; Fbj;njhifapy; mtu;fNs 

Kjd;ikahdtu;fs; vdyhk;. 

3.2. ehfu; 

tp[ad; tUtjw;;F Kd;du; ,yq;ifapy; tho;e;j kf;fs; ,af;fu;> ehfu; vd kfhtk;rk; 

Fwpg;gpLfpd;wJ. tuyhw;wwpQu;fs;; ,tu;fis mkhD];au;fs; vd;W $wpaNghjpYk;> 

mz;ikf;fhy njhy;ypay;> khdpltpay;> r%ftpay;> tuyhw;W> nkhopapay; Ma;Tfs; 

tp[ad; fhyj;jpw;F (ghsp ,yf;fpak; $Wfpd;wik) Kd;dNu gy;ypdg; gz;ghL nfhz;l 

ehfupf r%fq;fs; ,yq;ifapy; Njhd;wp tsu;e;jijr; Rl;bf;fhl;Lfpd;wd.  

kfhtk;rk;> gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fs; vd;gdtw;wpy; Fwpg;gplg;gLfpd;w ehfu; Xu; 

jdpj;Jtkhd ,df;FOthf tho;e;jik Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ. fUzhnul;z ,J 

,df;FOTf;Fupa ngau; vd;gjw;F gpuhkpr; rhrdq;fSld; kfhtk;rj;jpy; tUk; 

Fwpg;GfisAk; njhlu;GgLj;jpf; fhl;Lfpwhu ; (Karunaratne, 1984:56). njhy;ypayhsuhd 

njuzpafy ,tu;fis Ez;fw;fhyg; gz;ghl;Lf;Fupa Mjp x];uNyhapl; kf;fshf 

my;yJ ngUq;fw;gz;ghl;il Njhw;Wtpj;j jpuhtpl ,df;FOthf ,Uf;fyhk; vdf; 

fUJfpd;whu; (1992:735).   

ehf ,df;FOit mkhD];au;fs; vdf; fUjpa guztpjhdTk; nghk;gupg;gpy; 

ngUq;fw;fhyr; rpd;dq;fs; fz;Lgpbf;fg;gl;ljd; gpd;du; jdJ Kd;ida fUj;ij khw;wp 

,tu;fisj; jpuhtpl ,dkhff; Fwpg;gpLfpd;whu;. ,e;jpughyh ehfu; ,yq;ifapy; Mjp 

,Uk;;Gf; fhyg; gz;ghL gutpa fhyj;jpy; ehl;bd; gy;NtW tl;lhuq;fspy; tho;e;j 

,df;FO vd;Wk;> njd;dpe;jpahtpypUe;J Gyk;ngau;e;J te;j ,t;tpdk; fhyg;Nghf;fpy; 

mEuhjGuj;jpYk;> njd;dpyq;ifapd; Vida gpuhe;jpaq;fspYk; cUthfpf; nfhz;bUe;j 
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gpuhfpUj nkhop jOtpa Ngupdf; FOTld; fye;J nfhz;ldu; vdTk; Fwpg;gpLfpd;whu; 

(,e;jpughyh> 2006:172-173).  

ml;ltiz 3.2  ehfu; gw;wpa fy;ntl;Lf;fspd; juTfs; 

ehfu; fy;ntl;Lf;fspd; 
vz;zpf;if 

k`huh[ gl;lk; ngw;wtu;fs; 25 

jdpg; ngau;fs; 21 

gUkf gl;lk; ngw;wtu;fs; 18 

uh[ gl;lk; ngw;wtu;fs; 17 

,lg;ngau;fs; (ehf gtj> ef fkpa) 10 

gj (guj) 9 

Njuu;  8 

fkpf gl;lk; ngw;wtu;fs; 6 

cguh[ gl;lk; ngw;wtu;fs; 5 

njhopy;fs; nra;Nthu; 5 

cgh]f 4 

cgh]pf 4 

mikr;ru; (mkjp) 2 

ehf Fyk; 2 

fgjp 1 

ngz; Njup 1 

nkhj;jk; 138 

%yk;: Inscription of Ceylon – Early & Late Brahmi Inscriptions (Vol 1, Vol II -Part I & II) ,ypUe;J 

ngwg;gl;lit. 

fp. gp. Kjyhk; E}w;whz;Lf;F Ke;jpa fhy fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; 77 ,lq;fspy; ehf vd;Dk; 

ngau; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. gpe;ija gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; 61 ,Yk; Nru;j;J nkhj;jkhf 

138 fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; ,g;ngau; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. ,tw;wpy; ehd;F jtpu Vida 

midj;jpYk; Fyj;jpd; my;yJ ,dj;jpd; ngau;fshftd;wp jdpegu;fspd; ngau;fshf 

tUfpd;wd. ngUq;fw; fhyj;jpy; tho;e;j ehfu; ,d kf;fspd; milahsq;fs; kiwe;J 

Nghfpd;w xU fhyfl;lj;jpNyNa ,g;gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fs; vOjg;gl;bUj;jy; Ntz;Lk;. 

jkJ ,df;FOtpd; milahsk; kUtpr; nry;fpd;w #oypy; jkJ Kd;NdhuJ ,dj;jpd; 

ngaiu kwthJ jkJ ngau;fspy; gad;gLj;jpdu; vdf; fUjyhk;. MapDk; ,U 

fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; ‘ehf Fyk;’ gw;wpa Fwpg;G fhzg;gLfpd;wikahdJ ,tu;fspd; 

jdpj;Jtj;ij ntspg;gLj;Jfpd;wJ.  

rhrdq;fs; Fwpg;gpLk; ehfupw; 18 Ngu; gUkf vDk; gl;lj;ijg; ngw;wtu;fs;. gUkf 

vd;gJ gy;NtW r%fq;fspilNaAk; fhzg;gl;l gl;lg;ngauhFk;;. me;jtifapy; ehfu; 

Fyj;JlDk; ,g;ngau; ,lk;ngWfpd;wik Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ. mDuhjGuj;jpy; MW 
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fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; ehfu;> gUkf gl;lj;Jld; Fwpg;gplg;gLfpd;wdu; (I.C.1970.Nos. 54> 120> 

196> 261> 263> 265). nghyeWitapYs;s ,U fy;ntl;Lf;fspYk;; (I.C.1970.Nos.312> 318)> 

FUehfy; khtl;lj;jpy; VO fy;ntl;Lf;fspYk; ,e;j mk;rj;ijf; fhzyhk;. 

mk;ghe;Njhl;ilapYs;s %d;W fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; xd;wpy; gUkf ehf3tpd; kfd; ehf3 

vdf; $wg;gl;Ls;sJ (I.C.1970.No.677). ehfu;fs; r%fj;jpy; jiyikahsuhfTk;> ehl;bd; 

epu;thfj;jpYk; Kf;fpakhdtu;fshfTk; fhzg;gl;l gUkf vDk; gjtpiaAk; 

tfpj;jpUe;jdu; vd;gJ mtu;fs; r%fj;jpy; ngw;wpUe;j Kf;fpaj;Jtj;ijf; fhl;Lfpd;wJ. 

 

cU 3.2: ehfu; gw;wpa tpguk; 

MW Ngu; fkpf vd;Dk; gl;lj;ijf; nfhz;bUe;jdu;. fkpf vd;gJ fpuhkj;jpd; jiytu; 

vDk; gjtpg; ngauhFk;. ,g;ngau; ehfUld; ,ize;jtifapy;; mEuhjGuk;> ,uj;jpdGup> 

mk;ghiw Mfpa ,lq;fspy; cs;s fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; fhzg;gLfpd;wd. ,tw;wpy;; je;ij 
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cguh[ gl;lk; ngw;wtu;fs;

njhopy;fs; nra;Nthu;

cgh]f

cgh]pf

mikr;ru; (mkjp)

ehf Fyk;

fgjp

ngz; Njup
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ehf vd miof;fg;gl;lNghjpYk; kfd; mj;jifa gpd;ndhl;bd;wp Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;shd;. 

ehfu; ,Jtiu Ngzpte;j rka kuGfSf;F khwhf Gjpa ngsj;j kuigg; gpd;gw;wj; 

njhlq;fpaikahy;> gbg;gbahf ‘ehf’ vDk; jkJ Fyg;ngaiu Fwpg;gplhik> je;ij 

mg;ngaUlDk; kfd; mt;thwpd;wpAk; tUfpd;wik fhl;Lfpd;wJ.  

uh[ vDk; nrhy; gjpNdO fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; ehfUld; njhlu;GgLfpd;wd. mjpy; tTdpah 

ngupaGspaq;Fsj;jpy; mike;j 04 fy;ntl;Lf;fs; ‘uh[ ehf’ vDk; xNu murdhy; 

toq;fg;gl;lit (I.C.1970.Nos.338, 339, 340, 341). ,Nj ngaiu xj;j murdJ 

fy;ntl;Lf;fs; ,uz;L fz;bapy; fpilj;Js;sd. kl;lf;fsg;G> mk;ghiw khtl;lq;fspy; 

‘cguh[ ehf’ gw;wpa ,U fy;ntl;Lf;fs; cs;sd (I.C.1970.No.389, 487). gpe;ija 

gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fs; 25 ,y; kfhuh[ vDk; gl;lj;Jld; ehf vDk; ngau; 

,lk;ngWfpd;wJ. mikr;ru;fspd; (mkjp) ngau;fshf ,U ,lq;fspy; ehf tUfpd;wJ. 

ehfu; k`huh[> uh[> Nts; vd;Dk; cau;gjtpfisg; ngw;wpUe;jNghjpYk; mtu;fspw; 

gyu; gapu;r;nra;ifahsu;> nghw;nfhy;yd; (jyju- I.C.1970.No.80)> kzptpidQu; (kzpfu- 

I.C.1970.No.1033)> ,Uk;Gf; nfhy;yd; (fgu - I.C.1970.No.1198) Kjyhd gy;NtW 

njhopy;fisAk; Nkw;nfhz;Ls;sdu;. ehftpd; kfndhUtd; ahidf;F gapw;rp 

toq;Fgtdhf ,Ue;jik gw;wpa nra;jpAk; fy;ntl;nlhd;wpy; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ 

(I.C.1970.No.112).  

,yq;ifapYs;s xd;gJ fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; ehfUld; gj vDk; gl;lk; ,ize;J 

tUfpd;wJ. xd;wpy; guj vDk; ngaUld; tUfpd;wJ. ,U NtW r%fq;fspd; ngau;fis 

,izj;J ,g;ngau; cUthf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. ,J ehf(u;)> guj(u;) Mfpa ,UNtW r%fg; 

gpupTfspd; ,df;fyg;gpw;fhd cjhuzkhff; nfhs;syhk; (gj;kehjd;> 2016:24). Guhjd 

fhyj;jpy; ,j;jifa gy ,df;fyg;Gf;fspD}lhfNt gpw;fhy r%fq;fs; 

cUthf;fg;gl;Ls;sik Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ. 

ehf Fyk;: ‘ehf Fyk;’ gw;wpa Fwpg;G ,yq;ifapy; ,uz;L ,lq;fspy; fpilf;fpd;wJ. 

,tw;Ws; FUehfy; khtl;l `pg;gTt (I.C.1970.No.958) vd;w ,lj;jpYs;s gpuhkpf; 

fy;ntl;by; gUkf gl;lj;ij #ba ehfFyj;jpidr; Nru;e;j tUkhd mjpfhup xUtidg; 

gw;wpf; Fwpg;gplg;gLfpd;wJ. mk;ghiw gk;guf];jyht fy;ntl;by;; ehf Fyk; gw;wpa 

Kf;fpa nra;jp fhzg;gLfpwJ. ,jpy; muz;kidr; rikayiwapd; nghWg;ghsuhff; 

fhzg;gl;l gUkf gl;lj;ijg; ngw;w ngz; gw;wpa nra;jp fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. 

,lg;ngau;fs;: ehf gtj: ‘g3j3j kpNjd kgpj ehf3gtj n]Nd]d’ (I.C.1970.No.522) 

vd gk;guf];jyhtf; fy;ntl;Lf; Fwpg;gpLfpd;wJ. ehfgtj (ehf gg;gj) vd;gJ ehf 

gu;tj (ehf kiy) vDk; nrhy;ypypUe;J kUtpapUf;fyhk; vd rpw;wk;gyk; fUJfpd;whu; 

(1996:123). ePz;lfhykhf ehf topghL Nkw;nfhz;l ,lkhifahy; ,g;ngau; 
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Vw;gl;bUf;fyhk;. FUehfy; khtl;l fy;yht tpfhiuf; fy;ntl;by; (I.C.1970.No.1149) 

‘effkpa’ vDk; ngau; cs;sJ. ,g;ngau; ehfq;fs; thOk; fpuhkj;ij Fwpf;fyhk;. 

gpe;ija vl;Lf; fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; ehf gtj`p> ehf k`htp`hufp> ehf gtj;j vd 

tpfhiufspd; ngauhfTk;> ehf jPg vd gpuhe;jpaj;jpd; ngauhfTk;> ehf tgp vd 

Fsj;jpd; ngauhfTk; ,lk;ngWfpd;wJ.  

Guhjd fhyj;jpy; ehfu; xU ,df;FOthf tho;e;Js;sik Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ. ,tu;fs;; 

gpw;fhyj;jpy; <oj;jpd; gy;NtW ghfq;fspYk; Ntw;wpd kf;fNshL fyg;Gw;wdu;. ,k;kf;fs; 

Guhjd fhyj;jpy; ,yq;ifapy; nry;thf;Fila gpuptpduhf tpsq;fpapUe;jdu; vdj; 

Jzpayhk;. ,q;Fs;s gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fspd; %yk; Muk;gj;jpy; ehf topghl;ilg; 

gpd;gw;wpa kf;fs; gpw;fhyj;jpy; ngsj;j> ,e;J rkaq;fSf;F khwpdu; vd;fpd;w Kbtpw;F 

tuKbfpd;wJ. Vwj;jho 17 fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; ngsj;j Njuu;fs;> Njup> cgh]fu;fspd; 

ngau;fshf ehf ,lk;ngWfpd;wJ. 

3.3) jNkl (jkpou;) 

Mjp tuyhw;Wf; fhyj;jpy; ,yq;ifapy; tho;e;j jkpo; ,df;FO gw;wp mDuhjGuk;> 

tTdpah (ngupaGspaq;Fsk;) (I.C.1970.Nos.356>357)> jpUNfhzkiy (NrUtpy) (Malini 

Dias, 1991:68)> mk;ghiw (FLtpy;) (I.C.1970.No.480) Mfpa ,lq;fspy; 

fz;Lgpbf;fg;gl;l gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fspD}lhf mwpa Kbfpd;wJ. ,tw;wpy; ‘jnkl> 

jNky’ vd;w ngauhy; Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;sd. Ie;J fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; mDuhjGuj;jpYs;s 

fy;ntl;ilj; (I.C.1970.No.94) jtpu Vida ehd;Fk; jkpou;fs; ghuk;gupakhf 

tho;e;JtUk; tlfpof;F khfhzq;fspy; fhzg;gLfpd;wik rpwg;gk;rkhFk;.  

mDuhjGuj;jpYs;s fy;ntl;by; tUfpd;w ngau;fs; Vida fy;ntl;Lf;fs; Nghd;W 

gpuhfpUjr; nrhw;fshff; fhzg;gLfpd;w NghjpYk;> ngaUf;F Kd;dhy; ‘jkpl’ vDk; 

jkpo; ,df;FOtpd; ngau; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ (Karunaretne, 1984). Mjp tuyhw;Wf; 

fhyj;jpy; jkpo; tzpfu;fs;> mEuhjGuj;J murpay;> tu;j;jf Kaw;rpfspy; 

<Lgl;bUe;jikf;Fk;> tzpf fzq;fis mikj;Jr; nraw;gl;likf;Fk; ,f;fy;ntl;Lf;fs; 

rhd;WfshFk;. jkpo; tzpfu;fs; gpuhfpUjg; ngau;fSld; ,f;fy;ntl;by; 

fhzg;gLfpd;wdu;. ngUk;ghYk; ,yq;ifg; gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; Fwpg;gplg;gLNthu; 

gpuhfpUjg;; ngau;fSld; tUtij itj;Jf; nfhz;L mtu;fs; midtUk; gpuhfpUjk; 

Ngrpa Xu; ,df;FOtpdu; vd;fpd;w Kbtpw;F tuKbahJ (,e;jpughyh> 2006:172). 

ngupaGspaq;Fsf; fy;ntl;by; tp\h` vDk; jkpo; tzpfu; gw;wp ,U fy;ntl;Lf;fs; 

Fwpg;gpLfpd;wd (I.C.1970.Nos.356, 357).    

,yq;ifapy; jkpoupd; ,Ug;G gw;wpf; $Wk; ,e;jpughyh mtu;fs; “gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fs; 

vOjg;gl;l fhyj;jpw;F Kd;dNu jkpou; ,yq;ifapy; ,Ue;jpUf;f$Lk;. ngh.M.K %d;whk; 
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E}w;whz;Lf;F Kd;dNu jkpo; NgRNthu; gutyhf jkpo; ehl;bYk; may; ,lq;fspYk; 

,Ue;jdu;. vdNt ,yq;iff;Fk; mNjfhykstpy; mtu;fs; te;jpUf;fyhk; vd;W $wyhk;. 

jkpo; NgRNthu; kl;Lkpd;wp jpuhtpl nkhopfisg; NgRNthUk; mq;F ,Ue;jpUf;fyhk;” 

(,e;jpughyh> 2006:174-175). 

fpwp];J rfhg;jj;jpw;F Kd;dNu mk;kf;fs; mq;F tho;e;jdu; vd;gJk; njspthfpd;wJ. 

,tu;fs; ngUq;fw;gz;ghl;bd; njhlu;r;rpahf cUthf;fk; ngw;w jdpj;Jtkhd 

gz;ghl;ilf; nfhz;l ‘jkpou;’ vDk; ,df;FO vd;gJ Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ. ,k;kf;fspy; 

fzprkhNdhu; ngsj;jj;ij gpd;gw;wpapUe;jdu; vdf; fUjyhk;. 

3.4) fNgh[(u;) 

Ie;J fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; ‘fhNgh[pa’ gw;wpa Fwpg;Gs;sJ. FUehfypy; cs;s 

fy;ntl;nlhd;Wk; Nfhj fNgh[ gUkf Nfhghytpd; kidtpahd cghrpif rpjh gw;wpf; 

Fwpg;gpLfpd;wJ (I.C.1970.No.990). mk;ghiw Nthtl;lhfy fy;ntl;nlhd;wpy; ‘fNgh[pa 

k`hg+jpahe’ vd;w Fwpg;G fhzg;gLfpwJ (1970.No.553). mk;ghe;Njhl;ilapy; %d;W 

fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; Fwpg;Gs;sJ. ,jpy; tUk; fNgh[pa vd;gij fhk;Ngh[u; vdf;nfhz;L> 

,f;fy;ntl;L thrfj;ij fhk;Ngh[u; ,df;FOf;fspd; kfhfzk; vd guztpjhd 

nghUs;nfhs;fpd;whu; (I.C.1970:xc-xci). mjhtJ ,e;jpahtpd; fhk;Ngh[ Njrj;ijr; 

Nru;e;j tzpfu;fs; mq;fpUe;J ,yq;iff;F te;J mf;fhyj;jpy; jq;fpapUe;jdu; vd;W 

fUjyhk;. ,e;j tzpfu;fs; FOf;fshf tho;e;jdu;. ,f;FONt k`hg+jpahe vd 

miof;fg;gl;lJ. cNuhfz [dgjtpy; cs;s fhk;Ngh[ fhkj;jpy; tho;e;j kNya;a 

vd;De; Njuu; gw;wp fp.gp ehd;fhk; E}w;whz;by; vOjg;gl;l rP̀ stj;J vd;Dk; E}y; 

Fwpg;gpLfpd;wJ. vdNt tu;j;jf eltbf;iffSf;fhf fhk;Ngh[u;fs; fhyg;Nghf;fpy; 

,q;NfNa jq;fp> jkf;nfd fpuhkq;fis mikj;J tho;e;jdu; vdf; fUj Kbfpd;wJ. 

,tw;wpD}lhf ,yq;ifapd; Guhjd fhyj;jpy; gy;ypd ,df;FOf;fSk; ngsj;j 

rkaj;ij Mjupj;J Ngzpaikia mwpa Kbfpd;wJ.  

3.5) gpuhkzu; 

,e;jpaj; njhlu;ghy; Ntj newpf; fyhrhuj;jpd; nry;thf;F ,yq;ifapy;; Vw;gl;ljhy; 

gpuhkzu; Kf;fpa gq;fpid tfpf;fj; njhlq;fpdu;. ,jidg; gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fSk;> 

ghsp ,yf;fpaq;fSk; cWjp nra;fpd;wd. ,tu;fs; fy;tp Nfs;tpfspy; Nkd;ik ngw;W 

tpsq;fpajhy; rkaj; JiwapYk;;> gpw murpay; JiwfspYk; gz;Lnjhl;L xU 

nry;thf;fhd ,lj;jpid tfpf;fj; njhlq;fpdu;.  

22 gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; ngsj;j kjj;jpw;F gpuhkzu;fshy; mspf;fg;gl;l Fifj; 

jhdq;fs; gw;wp Neubahd Fwpg;Gfs; fhzg;gLfpd;wd. ,d;Dk; 11 fy;ntl;Lf;fspy; 

gpuhkzu;fspd; Nfhj;jpuq;fspd; ngau;fis Nguh.rpw;wk;gyk; milahsk; fhz;fpd;whu; 
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(1996:283). vdpDk; ,j;jhdq;fis mspj;j rfy gpuhkzUk; ngsj;ju;fshf kjk; 

khwpapUj;jy; Ntz;Lk; vd vz;z KbahJ. rkag;nghiw epytpa mf;fhyj;jpy; jkJ 

gioa mD~;lhd Kiwfisg; gpd;gw;wpf;nfhz;Nl ,t;thW ngsj;j kjj;jpw;Fr; rpyu; 

jhdj;ij toq;fpapUf;ff; $Lk;. mj;;Jld; ,f;Fifj;jhdq;fs; ngsj;jj;ij Mjupj;j 

gpuhkz Fyj;jtiu kl;LNk Fwpg;gpLfpd;wd. vdpDk;> ngsj;j kjj;jpid Mjupf;fhJ> 

Fifj; jhdq;fis mspf;fhJ> jkJ ghuk;gupa rka mD~;lhdq;fspy; <Lgl;bUe;j 

gpuhkz Fyj;jtu; gyUk; ,Ue;jpUf;fyhk;. Jujp~;ltrkhf mtu;fisg; gw;wpa  

cU 3.5: gpuhkzu; gw;wpa fy;ntl;Lf;fspd; tpguk; 

jlaq;fs; ekf;Ff; fpilf;ftpy;iy (rpw;wk;gyk;> 1996:269-270). Mrpupau;fshfTk;> 

Nrhjplu;fshfTk;> kUj;Jtu;fshfTk; ,tu;fs; Nju;r;rp ngw;wpUe;jij <oj;J ,yf;fpa> 

fy;ntl;lhjhuq;fs; vLj;jpak;Gfpd;wd.  

gpuhkpf; fy;ntl;Lf;fs; gpuhkzu;fisg; gw;wpAk;> ,tu;fsJ Nfhj;jpuq;fs; gw;wpa 

jfty;fisAk; jUfpd;wd. fpof;fpNy mk;ghiw khtl;lj;jpYs;s Nfhd;fyf; fy;ntl;by; 

‘gkz mjpkjf’ vd;w Fwpg;G tUfpd;wJ (I.C.1970.No.545). ‘mjpkjf’ vd;gJ Ij;jpNua 

Nfhj;jpuj;jpidf; Fwpf;fpd;wJ (mj;Nua kj;u;f-skt). rjgj gpuhkzj;jpy; ,g;ngau; 

Fwpg;gplg;gLfpd;wJ. ,k;khtl;lj;jpYs;s fspNahilapy; cs;s fy;ntl;by; 

(1970.No.486) “nfhjk ek rknz” vd;w thrfk; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. ,jd; nghUs; 

nfsj;jk Nfhj;jpuj;jpidr; Nru;e;j ngsj;j gpf;F vd;gjhFk;. fy;ntl;Lf;fspD}lhf 

,tu;fs; njhlu;ghd Nkyjpf tplaq;fis mwpa KbahJs;sJ. 

4. r%fg; gpupTfs;  

ml;ltiz 4.0  r%fg; gpupTfspd; juTfs; 

r%fg; gpupTfs; fy;ntl;Lf;fspd; vz;zpf;if 

gujt(u;) 183 

ehfu; 138 

fy;ntl;Lf;fspd; vz;zpf;if

gkz 22

Nfhj;jpuq;fspd; ngau;fs; 11

22
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gpuhkzu; 33 

jNkl (jkpou;) 05 

fNgh[(u;) 05 

nkhj;jk; 364 

%yk;: Inscription of Ceylon – Early & Late Brahmi Inscriptions (Vol 1 + Vol II -Part I & II) ,ypUe;J 

ngwg;gl;lit. 

 

cU 4.0  r%fg; gpupTfspd; vz;zpf;if tpguk; 

KbTiu 

,t;tha;tpd; mbg;gilapy; Nehf;Ffpd;wNghJ guj my;yJ gj vdg;gLfpd;w gujt Fy 

kf;fNs mjpfsT jhdq;fis toq;fpAs;sdu;. Guhjd ,yq;ifapy; kpfKf;fpakhd 

r%f tFg;gpduhf ,tu;fs; fhzg;gl;Ls;sik ,jD}lhfj; njspthfpd;wJ. flyhy; 

#og;gl;l jPtpd; midj;Jg; gpuhe;jpaq;fspYk; (mEuhjGuk;> tTdpah> nkhduhfiy> 

jpUNfhzkiy> kl;lf;fsg;G> mk;ghe;Njhl;il> fz;b> FUzhfy;) ,tu;fsJ 

fy;ntl;Lf;fs; fz;lwpag;gl;;Ls;sikahdJ mk;kf;fsJ fly; rhu;e;j njhopy;fs; kw;Wk; 

tu;j;jf eltbf;iffs; tpahgpj;jpUe;jikiaf; fhl;Lfpd;wJ. mjw;F mLj;jjhf 

ehfu;fsJ ngau; nghwpf;fg;gl;l fy;ntl;Lf;fNs mjpfstpy; fhzg;gLfpd;wd. 

,yq;ifapd; g+u;t Fbfshd ehfu;fs; jkJ topghLfspypUe;J tpLgl;L fhyg;Nghf;fpy; 

ngsj;j rkaj;ij Vw;Wf;nfhz;Ls;sikia ,J ntspg;gLj;Jfpd;wJ. fp. K %d;whk; 

E}w;whz;L Kjyhf jkpo; kf;fs; jdpj;jnjhU ,df;FOtpduhf my;yJ r%fkhf 

tho;e;jikf;F ,f;fy;ntl;Lf;fs; kpfr; rpwe;j rhd;WfshFk;. vz;zpf;ifapy; Fiwthd 

fy;ntl;Lf;fs; ,g;gpuptpdu; gw;wpf; fhzg;gLfpd;wNghjpYk; ,it kpf Kf;fpakhd 

rhd;Wfshf mikfpd;wd. gpuhkzu;fs; jkJ Ntjnewpf; fyhrhuj;NjhL ngsj;jj;ijAk; 

Mjupj;Js;sdu; vd;gjid ,jD}lhf ntspg;gLj;jyhk;. mNjNghd;W fhNgh[ Nghd;w 

ntspehl;L ,dj;jtu;fSk; Guhjd ,yq;ifapy; ngsj;jj;ij Mjupj;Js;sdu; vd;fpd;w 
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Kbtpw;F tuKbfpd;wJ. Guhjd ,yq;ifapy; gy;NtW gpuptpduhYk; ngsj;jk; 

Mjupf;fg;gl;lik gpw;fhyj;jpy; ,e;newpapd; tsu;r;rpf;F gpujhd fhuzkhf mike;jJ 

vdf; fUjyhk;. 
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