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Abstract

Twenty-first-century Tamil novels have generated various new trends in terms of content, form, and
style under the influence of social, political, economic, and cultural transformations. Although early
Tamil novels emphasized morality, ethics, patriotism, and women's emancipation, the novels of the
1960s and 1970s were predominantly influenced by Marxist ideology, while those of the 1980s and
1990s highlighted social concerns such as feminism, child labor, and the problems of migrant
communities. In the twenty-first century, these tendencies have expanded into approaches such as
surrealism, existentialism, postmodernism, Dalitism, subaltern studies, and post colonialism. Writers
who produced novels from a feminist perspective created new discourses on the female body, women's
rights, and gender freedom. They also recorded Dalit experiences, including aspects that had never

previously been articulated, from new perspectives and in greater depth. Novels written from an

! Lecturer, Department of Tamil Studies, Faculty of Arts and Culture, Eastern University Sri Lanka

20


mailto:megarajaht@esn.ac.lk

NEITHAL/Vol.17/Issue 01/Jan — June 2026/Faculty of Arts and Culture/EUSL

ethnographic perspective reflected the lives of ethnic communities that had long been marginalized.
Numerous novels have been published in diverse literary modes, including postmodernism, magical
realism, science fiction, and mystery narratives. In terms of narrative technique, the conventional linear
mode of narration has been rejected, while the blending of multiple forms, reinterpretation of myths,
language play, and deconstruction have become increasingly prominent. Thus, twenty-first-century
Tamil novels have developed into a powerful literary form that combines diverse ideological trends
with stylistic innovations, while exploring and expanding the social, cultural, political, and
psychological dimensions of human experience. This study examines these developments based on an

analytical methodology.
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