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Abstract

The contribution of Swami Vipulananda to the development of Tamil research in the twentieth century is
also noteworthy. He advanced Tamil studies by integrating Muththamil. His research appeared in the form
of books as well as essays. The keynote speeches he delivered at various events and the notes he wrote in
the journals where he served as editor are also to be considered alongside these works. Many of them were
approached from a comparative perspective. In this context, the present article examines and brings to light
the streams of comparative thought that were deeply rooted in Vipulananda, based primarily on his essays.
This study adopts descriptive, analytical, and comparative methodologies. Through this research,

Vipulananda’s contribution to the growth of comparative studies is clearly highlighted. The study
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establishes that anyone reflecting on the development of comparative research in Tamil cannot overlook
Vipulananda. It is well known in Tamil scholarly circles that in Sri Lanka, comparative studies were
systematically advanced on a theoretical basis by Kailasapathy. Some recent studies, with extensive
evidence, argue that prior to Kailasapathy, Thaninayagam Adigal had articulated comparative ideas. In this
context, the present study demonstrates, with various evidences, that even before him, such comparative

thinking had been firmly rooted in Vipulananda.
Keywords: Comparative Studies, Muthtamil, Sentamil, Koduntamil
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