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Instructions to the candidates

1. Answer all the questions on this paper itself.

2. Marks will be deducted for spelling errors and grammatical mistakes.
3. This paper consists of ELEVEN (11) pages. '

For Examiner’s use only i * e
Question Number Maximum Marks Marks‘Obtained
01 25 3
! \
~ ’ {
| 02 10 5
03 15
|
1
04 15
05 15
06 20
Total 100
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Section 1 Reading Skills ‘ny
S at
A. Reading Comprehension on
<8

Read the text given below and answer the questions that follow: B
. P

A-global language, is a language spoken internationally which is learned by many peoplo
a second language and the most popular one being English. A wide range of the lexical unixa
the English language were taken from German, Latin, French and other European countriging
large portion of the words borrowing uses as main source the French language justifying Enith
language affinity for foreign words as well as mixed vocabulary. Crystal D. (2003: 7-1 0) axp
that languages have a strong relation between dominance and cultural power. The main rat
that the languages exist is a strong power-base, political and military or economic. (
)

Linguists argue whether the simplicity of the English language is the main reason of it beco -
a global language. Generally, nothing is considered to be easy. It generally depends on wi
learner is. Bllis suggested that success depends on the learner and not on the language thatQu
learning. Some factors that have a significant role in making a person learn a foreign lan|
are his motivation, age, aptitude, cognitive style and personality. While learning apay
language one can observe that some languages appear to be more difficult than others. Theivy
some languages that have almost the same patierns or similar soundings of the words
ke them simpler to remember and learn. . E

-
inglish is a very effective language, that it is proved by the many native and non-native sp f
all over the world. According to David Crystal (2003) "Qatistics:suggest that nearly a qua“
the world's population is already fluent or content in English". For example, Chinese ha_ A
native speakers, however it is a more complicated language in terms of grammar, verbs, mi
of the words, etc. However, some linguists have different points of view adto weather a lail T
becoming global depends on the number of peoplé speaking it. Crystal. (2002: 7-10)
that "Why afdnguage becomes a global language has little to do with thd number of peop
speak it". Furthermore, English can help one to express various meanings. That is hap
because English language not only has a lot of words with different meanings but al-
various different types of syntax which help the speakers to be more accurate and to giv

~phasis to a particular point if it is needed. Another interesting point is that the wii
_aglish language is simple. There are even languages that have hundreds of letters |
alphabets that could have a different meaning when pronounced differently, like Chine:)
Roman alphabet is considered to be very easy to learn and surely much easier than the (Eiv
writing system which is very difficult for most people. Moreover, the Roman alphabet in
language is very phonetic, rather than character based, hence it can help to describe th,
sounds of words or phrases. ¥

On the other hand, there are some poor features of English language. For example there(
words written in one way and then read in another way and a lot of people may get d
especially if one's native language is not English. The difficulty in English is mostly |
when we go in different areas in England; there are different ways of pronunciation,
dificult for someone who speaks English as a second language to understand pedj
different areas such as Wales, Ireland, and Scotland. Also, non- native speakers like peq
India and Pakistan have a different accent.
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The meaning of the word superior is very strong and quite dominant. We can never assume that
English is superior to other languages, it has become an easy way of communication but each
nation will consider their own language as being important to them. A language has many
components such as grammar, vocabulary and rules of usage. So it is not easy to say that English
15, superior to other languages. A linguistic myth analyses that fact. It explains that there facts that
some languages are superior to others is not true and it has no basis in linguistic facts. Linguists
explain that some languages are more useful than others, at a given period of history.

ole To sum,up, English is being considered as an easier language to learn than some others, like for
iittexample Chinese - but the level of difficulty also depends on the individual learner. Moreover,
ies English can indeed be regarded as a global language, but it cannot be considered as superior to
nglother languages. In fact, every single language has its special characteristics and ways of
irgexpression. English has simply developed to be an easy way of communication between various
"ed nations.

(Adopted from: hitps://www.ukessays.com/essays/english-language/a-global-language-english-
' language-essay.php)

o
ho »

Ol Question1.1
18l

ng Say whether the following statements are True or False by writing T- for true and F-for false

CT¢ given in the space.
W

1. English is an example for a global language

................................

%82, English consists of foreign and mixed words
A

................................

S 1% 3. According to Cristal, a language does not exist on its power base.
164

ng 4. The global status of a language solely depends on a number of speakers of tha} language
cl . %

Hle N
opi e

Is( 3. English is far more superior than any other language in existence.

vel :
it (05 x 01 = 05 Marks)
i
>SE
Ch

B Give short answers to the following

€

.................................

Question 1.2

+ 1. Give a suitable title to the above text:

......................................................................................................................................................

(02 marks)
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3. What is the main reason for the existence of languages according to David Cristal?

.............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

Jue
(02 marks)
Ve
4. What does Ellis suggest, according to the passage, on language learning?
........................................................................................................ L
(02 marks)"4¢
5. Why do you think, according to the writings of David Cristal as mentioned in the -
§.1l
passage, English has become the global language?
.1
‘ ). a
-, (03 marks|

|

6. What are some of the poor features we found in English as a language, according to the tcg' |

> ;;J

...........................................................................................................

................................................................................. l'{e‘

» 03 marks
? ( ar S“R

ey :
Jel

‘. Do you think the writer wants to prove that English is a superior language to other 1angug<ja,

according to the text? Give reason/s?
.......... Th

.....................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

.........................................................................

4 (02 marksS©
pr
L:

i
i
in
la
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Juestion 1.3
S)

Jive similar words for the following

.............................................................

- vocabulary

.............................................................

s) 2.dominance

3. components

.............................................................

4. fluent

............................................................

5. native

.............................................................

D.aCCENE e
. ‘ f,(06 x 01 = 06 Marks)

s) (Total: 25 Marks)

-t

: teiB' Summary Writing Skills

&

... 0 aestion2.

#

--~‘Read the text given below and write the summary in about 50 words 3
,‘ ; *
“Reading makes a perfect man”. Every person must read. Reading play3 an imapbrtant role in a
person’s life. By reading newspapers, we gain knowledge on current topics and come to know
eday to day events and activities occurring locally and globally.

-«+There are many kinds of newspapers we could read every day. They contain different types of

‘news and articles, providing variety of valuable information. Therefore it is very important for all
“"of us to read newspapers.

-4y reading newspapers we can learn about the political situations; environmental issues,
developments in the educational field and other areas, the condition of wgather, economic status,

ks social development and also sports news in the local and foreign arena. There are newspapers
printed in different language by different organization in Sinhala, Tamil and English in Sri
Lanka. Some are daily newspaper and others are weekend papers.

There are newspapers for children too. Some of the children’s newspapers are in three languages.
The Sunday Observer, and the Sunday Times are two mainstream English newspapers, providing
information to every section of the society including children. Especially, children improve their
language ability through reading these newspapers.

7
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(Total: 104
" Section 2 English Language Structure

- e

Question 03 i e

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of verbs given in braclés}s.

01. The WOTKETS «vvveviirviianieniiniannes [clean] the farm area next weekend.

02. My friends RO U TR USRS PRPP [get up] early inghe morning every
e .

03. My sister was preparing the meals while my friend ... oooooiieeni [read]
newspaper.

04. Though the family had enough money, they [EURTTTTTTRTR [not help] t
relatives.

05. The English forum of the faculty............coooemvene [arrange] an English tal
next year. o

06. My friend ............... [not sleep] last night because &f English Assessment Exa

07. WE tetneiiriereaeenerieieenaaaneaines [go] to the university library every day.

08. My faculty SENiors ........coverrvinneensenes [read] academic journals every day.

00, TV tenteeeeiiieee et [study] English language from child!

10. The undergraduates ..........coovvimruarrenieenen [ do ] good service for the
future. (Total: 10x 1.5=1
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Cuestion 04

i

Change the sentences given below into passive voice.

1) The lecturer thanked the students for the support given to conduct the programme.

............................................................................................................................................................

— 3) The members discussed the details of the programme with the chairperson.
N 4) The secretary prepared the agenda of the meeting in consultation with the advisor.

............................................................................................................................................................

(Total: 05 x}03 =15 Marks)

i 1 4
, * p 1
/ 4 '
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...........

...........

Section 3 Writing Skills

...........

Question 05

...........

\/rite a letter to the Dean of your Faculty, requesting permission for a one-day educational bt
frip to Polonnaruwa Ancient City in the Eastern Province in your Capacity as the President of
Students’ Union of your Faculty.

(Marks distribution is based on the following: T e
Content-format punctuation- grammar- style-sentence structure-spelling-neat and clear
handwriting.)

.............

(Total: 15 Mi............

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

/ *#
-
.................................................................................................................................................................
o
.................................................................................................................................................................
-
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- R R R R R R
N
.................................................................................................................................................................
BTSRRI s e T e R S O G O A LN R R U R AR AR crhmuans avenany
T %
/
~
......................................................................................................... 7 20 TR R R R A L B TR
.......................................................................................................... B P T R R T R TR TR T ST e
.................................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................... g R TR L L L LEE R R LT TR PP PR P PR RR TP P PP PP
........................................ W o s sesnonnesnosnennsa sy enacnsesoneeeseenuense ettt on st en N0 eea st seeeereeseeaee0oetseeste ettt ertilintianiarienas
v -
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N
............. e 6o eesonnoesnnsenasnsennoerssenoenorassstaaantsesenseeenstionaereetsoasaene ettt seNeee0e0eeNn0en0ect0eNNerereeeellenseaIeeliitilisntrttrntes
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!
.
................. e e neeanaacasoseceessesacacsoeeaohensenen e s onseessesesee st enetnaeeseeeseseeessnNeess00et00Ilal00eseseseasesseeoreeiitlliirarrbrtates.
..................................................................... h e s eenacasensesonsonasaseneteereeesseneoneraatesteioesearseueeteseetotettiiiiensretretenl
S R R R LR R R AT SRR RS
......................................................................................................... S eveseeeteettenesereratesantreetoesetitlitetaratseety
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Question 06

.

Write a composition on one of the followings. [200-250 words]

=y An interesting place you visited
b) A cultural festival you attended
C) A film you watched

(Marks distribution is based on the following:
Content -format- punctuation marks- grammar- style-sentence structure-spellings and neati"

clear handwriting.)
‘ (Total: 201

...............................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................
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............................................................................................................................
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