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ABSTRACT

Vegetable Farming plays a significant role in rural areas. The survey covered 100 farmers
from six G.N divisions in Manmunai South and EI’L.lVil Pattu Division of the Batticaloa
district. Pre-tested questionnaires were used to collect data and simple random sampling
technique was used to draw the sample and the data were analyzed using SPSS statistical
soft ware.

Aspects of socio-economic features of the farmers, productivity parameters, marketing,
cost of production and constraints in vegetable production were studied. Most of the
farmers (87%) had own Jand (high land and low land) and cultivated extent was 0.8 ac of
land. About 74% of farmers had used hired labour for thé vegetable cultivation. Some
farmers (45%) had used credit as a source of investment. Severe pest and disease attacks
and high input cost were the major problems faced by farmers. Wholesalers, village
traders and middlemen were involved in marketing activities. The main marketing
channel was producer to wholesalers (40%) to consumers in the area. Availability of
inputs was not a problem in the areas. " |

The total cost of production was high and chemical (;bst and fertilizer costs were high for
all the selected vegetables. The cost of productiqp per kg was Rs.27.98 for chilli,
Rs.16.83 for brinja.l, Rs. 13.?9 for okra, Rs. 15.79 for bushitao émd Rs. 41.27 for red
onion and it was higher cost 'Ehan other areas of Sri Lanké. Ploughing cost, material cost,
labour cost, fertilizer cost, chemical cost, irrigation cost anci transport cost had impact on

net profit of vegetable crops. Lack of extension services, lack of awareness on crop

insurance scheme and unable to access credit facilities were problems noted in this study.
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