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ABSTRACT

Groundnut is a major field crop cultivated in Eravur Pattu DS division, Batticaloa
District. The main objectives of this study were, to analyze the socio-economic status
of groundnut farmers, identify the problems in groundnut production, and marketing,
and to determine the factors affecting the profit of groundnut production.
Vantharumoolai ASC, and Karadiyanaru ASC were selected from Eravur Pattu, DS
division, based on the highest number of groundnut farmers. The random sampling
method was used for the primary data collection among the groundnut farmers. A
structured questionnaire was designed for interviewing groundnut farmers. The
collected data were analysed using the SPSS version 22. Descriptive statistics of the
socio-economic status of groundnut farmers, problems in production and marketing of
groundnuts were discussed. Linear Regression was used to identify the factors
affecting profit of groundnut production. One-sample t-Test was done to test the
hypotheses. Majority of the farmers cultivated during both Yala, and Maha seasons.
Around 50% of farmers had obtained extension services, and all the farmers had not
obtained crop insurance. Farmers were unable to obtain good quality planting
materials, and faced a severe loss of yield in Maha season due to floods. There is lack
of training programmes conducted by NGOs, .and Department of Agriculture.
Groundnut crops are destroyed by wild animals. In Yala season, net profits were
affected by extent of land cultivated, participation in Training programmes, and type
of marketing channel. While in Maha season only participation in Training
programmes affected the net profits. There was no any significant difference between
the extent of land cultivated in Ma#ha, and Yala seasons. Mean net profit of groundnut
production in Yala season was greater than in the Maha season.
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