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Abstract

The displacement and the problems related to displacement are one of the major challenges
the world face today. In the last three decades in Batticaloa district there had been internal
displacement due to civil war, and natural disasters. Owing to this there had been social
economic crisis and had been significant changes in the land use. The purpose of this
research is to investigate and findout in fators that are associated with displacement and land

use changes.

This study is based on primary and secondary data. Data was collected from 307 households
who have been displaced at least once in three decades from a randomly selected 09 villages
according to the nature of its displacement which had been from a purposely selected 03
divisional secretariats from Batticaloa district. r-

This study reveals the nature of displacements based on periods. In 1983 the displacements
have happened because of violence during that period and the volatility/ vulnerability due to
the stay of Indian peace keepiﬁg forces. Further the withdrawal of the Indian Peace keeping
force and the adverse situation that resulted after was the main contributor for the
displacements in the 1990s and subsequently the severe war that took place in 1990/1991.
Further the tsunami in 2004 which greatly affected the livelihood and the major
displacements that took place in the 08 divisional secretariats coastal areas. Freeing the Fast
from war in 2006 and the Mavellaru War was the reasons for the displacement at that time.
The island w?ide floods and the resulted short displacement were seen in the period of
2010/2011. These were the different nature of displacéments happened during different
periods were the findings that this study was able to explore. In addition, it also brought out
the fact that there were differences in the nature of displacement based on place and region
and the causes also had been different. The main causes for displ'acémem had been the local

war, tsunami, floods along with education, marriage, town life preference and security.

On the basis of income. location and education with the selected economic and social
variables and the variables that were associated by which was considered in this study also

gives the findings that this displacement have resulted in social and economic changes.

i



In the land utilization there had been changes in the Batticaloa district which is one of the
main area of this research. The change of residence land use has not only caused by
displacement but also because of increase in the population. Agricultural lands, muddy land
and the lands in which there had not been plantation for long years have also changed into
residential lands and the forest lands also have been changed into agricultural lands and crop

lands, which was also the findings of this research.

Finally based on the research on changes in displacement and land use that was conducted
for the last three decades on 72.5 of Sri Lankan Tamils, 26.4 Muslims and 1.1 per cent of
other communities reveal that the displacement has made impact on factors relevant to
economic and social and further it has made changes in the land utilization.
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