Thesis submitted to
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University
in partial fulfilment of the requirements
for the award of the Degree of

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN HISTORY

| By
G. ABRAHAM
Reg.No: 2327)

i

Library - EUSL m

a7V pmmdy 87 TR
AROWLEDOR IS PFORES

NESAMONY MEMORIAL CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
MARTHANDAM - 629 165
MANONMANIAM SUNDARANAR UNIVERSITY
TIRUNELVELI - 627 012 | |

SOUTH INDIA

DECEMBER 2008



CONTENTS

- III. Review of Literature
. IV. Hypothesis
¢ V. Methodology

VI. Limitations
VIL Sources
VII. Chapterization
CHAPTER 1: THE LAND OF GUJARAT AND ITS PEOPLE
1.1 The Land of Gujarat '
1.1.1 Climate
'1.1.2 The Historical Background of Gujarat
1.1.2.1 Ancient Period
1.1.2.2 Medieval Period
1.1.2.3 Modern Period

e

1.1.2.4 Pre-Independence Period =
1.2 people group

1.2.1 Indus Valley Civilizatiop

1.2.2 Diaspora Jews

1.3 The Definition of the Term Tribe

1.3.1 The Common Features of the Tribes

1.3.2 Tribe’s Settlement

1.3.2 Racial Distinction in India

1.3.4 Racial Distinctions of the Tribes

XV



logists Classifications
¢ of Culture
Indian Tribes
ple and Location
me and Origin of the Bhils
at Bhils
andesh Bhils
X
ain Bhils
he Hill and forest tribes
he Mixed tribes
cio-Cultural Background of Varlis

[ER II: THE VARLIS BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF
CHRISTIANITY

gin and History of the Varli Tribe

History (

I 2 Accessibility and Mobility

-:Demograp}ly and Population -
) Cultural life of Varlis

Appeérance and Dress *

Habitations

Food

224 Family

.5 Adoption

2.2.6 The Clan

2.2.7 Houses

vi

28
28
29
29
31
33
34
34
35
35
36
36
37
37
38
38
39
41 -87

41
42
43
43
44
44
45
45
46
47
47
48



spitality visit
ral traits

life of Varlis
village System

e Worship
ip of Trees

Tribal deities

tor Worship

pt of Supreme God

A

vii

49
49
50
50
51
51
52
52
56
57
89
55
59
01
61
61
64
64
65
65
65
66
66
66
67
67
67
68
68
69
69



Auspicious days

1 Shivgia

.2 Wagh-Baras
onomic life of Varlis

nomic background

Fishing '
Social life of Varlis

Bri‘de Price

Gifts

264 Polygamy

2.6.5 Ghar Jamai System

266 Divorce

26,7 Widows Remarriage
2.6.8 Death

A

CHAPTER III: VARLIS AND THEIR PROBLEMS

3.1 Cultural problem
3.1.1 Addiction problem

3.1.2 Influence of westernization

3.2 Religious problem
3.2.1 Witch doctors

Vil

69
69
70
70
70
74
75
76
76
76
76
78
78
78
78
79
81
81
82
82
82

83
86
86
88 - 115
88
88
93
93
93



Worship

ce of Hinduism

Problem

al Disorganization

h and hygienic condition

oral life and the other bad habits
kvs?ar*dness and isolation

of proper communication and over Population
nomic Problem

.1 Urbanization

.2 Industrialization

Bondedness

Different bonding systems among the Tribals
3.4.5 Indebtedness

- 3.4.5.1 Pupose of debts

i 3.4.5.2 Other causes for indebtedness
3.4.5.3 Rate of interest

! *"346 Fo;'ced Labour

3.-4.6.1 Veth or Bigar

3.4.6.2 Agricultural Serfs

3.4.7 Non availability of land

3.4.8 Land alienation

3.4.9 Land cheating

e

3.4.10 Forest and tribal unemployment
3.4.11 Migration

3.4.12 Sanskritisation

3.4.13 Misusing the ignorance

3.4.14 Lack of saving

3.5 Educational Problem

3.5.1 Lack of educational facilities

1X

94
94
935
96
96
96
98
98
99
100
100
100
101
102
103
103
104
104
105
105
106
108
109
109
110



awareness of education

ondary or higher Secondary School

IV: GUJARAT CHURCH HISTORY
AT THE BEGINNING

Christian Mission

eatestness of Bharuch

rly Christians in Surat

lain And His Mission Activities

tholic Mission

Jesuit Presence in Gujarat

2 The Extended Catholic Mission in Surat and Bharuch District

The extended catholic Mission in Valsad district and Union Territories
4.5 The role of the Pilar Fathers

The Pastoral Apostolate
Educational P;postolate |
4.5.3 Social Apostolate

;4@6 Protestant Mission

: Pro‘testant Missions in Guj arat
] 462 Mission Activities in Bharuch
- 4,6.3 Mission Activities in Surat )
| 4.7 Other Christian Missions

" CHAPTER V: HISTORY OF FMPB g

5.1 Origin of FMPB
5.1.1 First mission field i

5.1.2 First Mission field in North India
5.2 The present scenario

5.2.1 People movement

5.2.2 Indigenization

5.2.2.1 Self governing

5.2.2.2 Self support

113
114
116-133

134-167
134
136
136
136
137
137
138
138



h Mission reiationship

1 Gujarat

'y among Vasava Adivasis
y among Chowdris and Gamits
among Kukna and Bhil
try among the Varlis
.kassion Fields

-gam field

wada field

da field

arampur field

pathal field -~

Silvassa field
Keelipani field
11 Khanvel field

12 Bhilad field

13 Umergaon field
14 Nanaponda field

Daman field -

s

auses for the Varlis Coming towards Christianity

I To overcome social opptession and to get social justice

5.2 To get deliverance from fear of evil spirits

3 To live a good, moral and dignified life

4 To get satisfactory answers to their problems

5.5.5 Varlis religions are closer to Christianity than any other religion
15.5.6 Varlis are simple minded people and uncorrupted by other cultures

5.5.7 Varlis experience miracles through prayers

X1

138
139
139
140
140
141
142
144
144
145
146
147
149
149
151
152
152
153
154
157
158
158
159
159
159
159
160
161
161
162
162



e psychologically ready for a change
ntention with religious faith

 Movement

ing the Role Model of Missionaries

indigenous worship patterns

transformed life of new believers
PTER VI: THE MISSION ACTIVITIES AND
THEIR APPROACHES
oelism
ight .Meetings
Bajan mandali (Sat Song)’
Im and Visual aids

| Personal sharing

 Street play programme
iterature Evangelism
Introducing song books
Introduc}ng Audio Cassettes
Introducing Sermon books
.8 Leadership Training Institute
Spiritual gatherings
0 Bible Translation

.1 Tali
6.1.12 Power encounter
6.1.13 Family net working
- 6.1.14 Church Planting

X11

162
163
163
164
164
165
165
166
166
166
166
168-189

169
169
170
170
171
171
172
172
173
173
173
174.
175
175
177
177
178
178



ervice by single women
with people needs
ogical Training

ion

s residential English school

-cam Hostel

Concern

support

If employment programme

gricultural facilities

el and SISU Project

Vajé'evan Project

ICOR Project

.1 Adult literacy

.2 Environment

ogical concern

ER VII: THE STATUS ‘*AND ROLE OF THE VARLI WOMEN

¥ BEFORE AND AFTER CHRISTIANITY |

Puberty

Birth cerem;)nies -

7.3 The Status and role of the Varli Women before Christianity

~ 7.3.1 The status and role of wbmen in the Society

[( 7.3.1.1 The position of women

~ 73.1.2 Relationship between husband and wife

7.3.1.3 Women in the family
7.3.1.4 Inheritance

7.3.2 Women in religion

7.3.3 Women and Economy

X111

178
179
179
180
180
181
181
181
182
182
182
183
183
184
185
185
186
187
188
190-213

190
192
196
196
196
201
202
202
203
203



X1V

s and the role of the Varli women after Christianity 204
s and the role of women in Society 204
at Home 204

206

207

208

208

209

nen education " 209

en in politics 210

en in economic life 211

omen in religion 212

R VIII: THE IMPACT OF CHRISTIANITY 214-243
 ONVARLIS IN GUJARAT

| Impact £15

erance from addiction i 215

Changed customs ' 216

1sic, Dress and Dance | 216

nctional Substitutes 218

cal Impact ¢ 219

ibal leadership 219

areness of Rights 219

olitical Bibtors - 220

gious Impact 222

o over sickness  * | 229

elief over festival 223

3 The role of the Magician 223

inging Community 225

3.5 Belief over Spirt and God ) 225

: .{gocial Impact 226

4.1 Geographical Impact b0



Identity

Awareness

cordial relationships
nest life-style  «
motional Transformation
eedom from Humiliation

iritual transformation

onomic Impact

e

Savings and investment
3 Acquiring new life
Self Help groups

5 Changes in Economic Practices

.1 Educational and literacy privileges
CLUSION

APPENDIX

XV

226

240
244-254
1-XXX Vi
XXX Vii-
XXX Vil

xxxx1-x1vi



