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Question: I :
Read the following passage and answer the guestions given below.

Water Engineering was in existence for centuries. Especially our irrigation systen
shows our knowledge and abilities in this field to the outside world. But piped drinking
water supplies started to expand recently.

There was only one subject called Public Health Engineering in “B” course in th
engineering Faculty in the past. Only few considered this subject as an important one tc
follow. Today the situation has been changed. There are several Masters Courses ir
campuses. In the last 2 decades the coverage in drinking water supplies has expandec
rapidly.

The National Water Supply & Drainage Board is the only organizatior
implementing major portable water supplies in Sri Lanka. During the last three year:
annual fund allocation to this organization has increased from 2.5 billion rupees to
billion rupees. We can understand the priority given to this sector in recent times.

Before discussing much on future trends it is worthwhile to look briefly at the
development happened in the past in this sector and also in this key organization. Til
1975 the water works was a small sub department with few Engineers in Public Work:
Department. It was upgraded to a semi government organization called National Wates
Supply & Drainage Board by an Act passed by the Parliament Act No. 2 of 1974 giving
wider powers including declaring administrative boundaries for implementation of new
water supply schemes and taking over of any water supply schemes maintained by loca.
authorities. It has been given authority for hiring and firing of staff without going througt
all Public Service Commission procedures. Later this Act was amended for charging for
water and imposing penalties to its consumers.

The main objective of conversion to the Board from Department was to
implement the first World Bank funded project for provision of water supplies to five
coastal towns namely Negombo, Kalutara, Ambalangoda, Galle and expansion of
Colombo water supply scheme.

a) Are the following statements “TRUE” or “FALSE”. Write “T” or “F” respectwely

in the blank space provided.

01.  Water Engineering in Sri Lanka is not new. [ ]

02,  We cannot be proud of our irrigation system. [ ]

03.  In the past, everyone considered public health Engineering as an important
subject. [ ]

04.  Universities conduct various Master Courses in “Drinking Water
Supplies”. [ ]

05. The NWS & DB is one of the organizations that implements major
portable water supplies, in Sri Lanka, [ ]



b) Answer the following question.

Ol

02.

03.

04.

05.

What does our irrigation system show?

What has increased during a last three years?

By which act was NWS & DB upgraded?

What authority has been given to the NWS & DB?

Give a suitable title to the above passage?

¢) Match the word in Column A with the synonym in Column B.
Write the number within the brackets.

Column A Column B

1. system (A)  paramount [ ]
2. expand (B)  quick movement [ ]
3. important (C)  skill [ ]
4. rapid (D)  magnify [ ]
5. ability (E)  method [ ]

25 Marks



Question: II
Fill in the gaps using the words given below.

demand, major, Japan, diabetic, an,
it, schools, » Mushroom, for, occupation

Mushroom cultivation is a profitable opportunity to the rural people and
unemployed in urban areas. This can be a subsidiary (01) «.......ooiiiiiiiinne ora
sonree of extra eome (02) .usuusss s sastonme sis vniass educated high income group and
GoreturISts. (03).. Lot it e e nsysinnes cultivation can be easily introduced to (04)
......................... and farms in Sri Lanka,

Mushroom consists of rich protein and (05) ......oovvviviiiiiniee is a nutritive food.
Mushroom: 15 (06) .« iessmtsipildus sissemen ideal food to people suffering from (07)
........................... and cholesterol problems. In countries like (08)
................................... , China and Thailand it is 8 (09) «.cseiianiinivrrioiriise food
and in Europe and USA (10) ..cioovviniiimiiimniniineiesin for mushroom is on increasing
trend, China and Thailand are the biggest exporters of mushroom and Mexico and
Indonesia are also thriving well in global mushroom market,

{10 Marks]

Question: I
Fill in the blanks choosing suitable words / phrases given under each sentences.

01.  Most students once they enter University ........o.coeoveveiivinie three to five of
their best years.
(spent, spend, spending)

OO (Geltig A Ok 12 it e it probably the best way to solve your
financial problems.
(is, will be, be)

03. A member of the cricket team ........veovieiinveviaiasnn during the last practice
session.

(had injured, has injured, was injured)

S T L g S R At the beginning but in the end it
thrilled everybody.

(in interesting, is not interested, was not interesting)

05.  Parthinium historofores, an invader weed ......... el B | = a
threat to plant and animal life in the country.
(has been posed, has poses, has posed)



06.

07.

08.

09.

10.

The Parthininm plant .......couiimimeosausomiosssen well to a height of about 50
to 150 Cm.

(is growing, had been grown, grows)

This young invader weed once identified .......................... and burnt
immediately to prevent its spreading. * :
((uprooted, can be uprooted, should be uprooted)

......................................... soil from affected areas to other areas.
(Remove, Removed, Do not remove)

Use Glyphosate, a weedicide ............................ the grown up plants.
(destroyed, destroys, to destroy)

The request for drinking water for our village during the last two decades

........................................ on deaf ears.
(is falling, fallen, has fallen)

[15 Marks]

Question: IV

Imagine that you are the organizer of the English Club for Agriculture 2006 Programme.
Design an invitation that you would send to the invitees. (Provide date, time, agenda and
other details)

[15 Marks]



Question: V

Assume that you are asked to propose either a welcome speech or a vote of thanks at the
English Club2006 function to be held next week at EUSL. Write out the speech.

[15 Marks]

Question: VI
Refer to the advertisement given below and write a covering letter to be attached along
with the CV (Do not write a CV).

[20 Marks]



